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Eric Harvie Theatre

9:25 p.m.
Break

9:45 p.m. 
Mont-Blanc Speed Flying

(France, 2008, 10 min)
Director: Didier Lafond
Six speed riders �y from the upper 
slopes of Mont Blanc down to 
Chamonix in one continuous 
10-minute shot, �lmed in Cine�ex.

9:58 p.m. 
Beyond the Summits

(France, 2008, 73 min)
Director/Producer: Rémy Tezier*
In person: Catherine Destivelle
Catherine Destivelle is an ambassador 
for the French Alps and is well known 
in France and abroad. In Beyond the 
Summits, viewers will feel like they 
are climbing up the mountain with 
her. The �lm shows three classic 
Chamonix routes with three different 
climbing partners. Each partner was 
chosen because they had a profound 
impact on her life. The camera 
captures the magni�cent scenery,  
as well as frank and intimate 
moments during the ascents.

Margaret Greenham Theatre

9:30 p.m.
Break

9:45 p.m.
Africa’s Dragon Mountains

(Austria, 2009, 49 min)
Directors: Lynne and Philip Richardson
Producer: Walter Köhler
Cresting the jagged peaks of a 
massive mountain range,  
a lammergeyer soars over the 
spectacular 3200-metre plateau 
of the Drakensberg. It’s spring and 
chilly, but the verdant hillsides are 
alive with feasting herds of eland 
antelopes, while a troop of baboons 
stuff themselves with sweet, fresh 
grass. Summer brings not only warmth 
but the highest rainfall in the region. 
Drakensberg is the source of South 
Africa’s major rivers. As the winter 
snow melts, mountain streams swell 
and every trickle blooms into a 
waterfall. The sheer cliffs are awash 
with rainbows.

10:37 p.m.
Single-handed

(UK, 2009, 20 min)
Director/Producer: Paul Dif�ey
In person: Kevin Shields
Kevin Shields is known as “the one-
handed climber”. Despite being born 
with most of his left hand missing, 
Shields has made some impressive 
and bold climbing ascents. The �lm 
examines his motivations and follows 
his progression through the climbing 
grades, culminating in a terrifying 
attempt to solo an E6 in Glen Nevis, 
Scotland.
Contains coarse language.
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Eric Harvie Theatre (live) and Margaret Greenham Theatre (simulcast)
Sponsored by Mountain Equipment Co-op and the  
Consulate General of Switzerland

Of�cial Welcome: Mary E. Hofstetter, President & CEO, The Banff Centre

Opening Address: Shannon O’Donoghue, Festival Director

Guest Speaker: Ueli Steck – Speed Climbing the Alps
Considered one of the world’s best alpinists, Ueli Steck is known for his ability to 
climb quickly, his indomitable spirit, and his willingness to take high risks. Over the 
past three years, Steck has set astonishing speed records while climbing solo on 
three classic north faces in the Alps. While many would take days to complete these 
climbs, Steck completed the Eiger north face in 2 hours and 47 minutes, Les Grandes 
Jorasses in 2 hours and 21 minutes, and the Matterhorn in 1 hour and 56 minutes. 
For his extraordinary achievements in alpinism, Steck was recently honoured with 
the 2008 Piolet d’Or (the Oscars of the climbing world), for his �rst ascent of the 
north face of Tengkampoche (6500 metres), in Khumbu Valley, with climbing partner 
Simon Anthamatten. He was also a recipient of the “Spirit of Mountaineering” award 
from the Alpine Club for his remarkable role in the rescue attempt of Iñaki Ochoa on 
Annapurna in 2008. Steck comes to Banff fresh from his summit of Makalu (8463m) 
via the normal route.
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Max Bell Auditorium 
Sponsored by The North Face

Guest Speaker: Karina Hollekim
As a BASE jumper and extreme skier, Karina Hollekim is well-known to Banff 
Mountain Film Festival audiences. Her story has been told in two award-winning 
�lms – Fatima’s Hand (Best Film on Mountain Sports, 2006), and 20 Seconds of 
Joy, (Best Film on Mountain Sports, and People’s Choice Award, 2007). In these two 
documentaries, audiences went deep into Hollekim’s world, viewing not only her 
physical achievements, but also the personal and emotional aspects of a life lived on 
the extreme edge of risk. After a horri�c skydiving accident in 2006, with 21 fractures 
in her femur, and told she probably wouldn’t walk again, Karina is now walking, and 
slowly getting back into the sports she loves – climbing, skiing (on a sit-ski), and just 
being in the mountains. She has been tracking her experience on her blog, continuing 
to travel the world, and now talking to audiences about her life before, during, and 
after the accident that changed everything.

9 p.m.
Break

9:15 p.m.
Slate Monkeys

(UK, 2009, 14 min)
Director/Producer: Paul Dif�ey
In person: Tom Kirby, Matt Segal
Set in the post-industrial landscape of 
a disused Welsh slate quarry, this �lm 
follows three very different climbers as 
they battle their way up some unusual 
climbing. Matt Segal, a professional 
climber from the U.S.; Hazel Findlay, 
a young student from England; and 
Johnny Dawes, the British climbing 
legend from the 1980s, take it in turn 
to crimp, squirm, and wriggle their 
way up the esoteric route Gin Palace.
Contains some coarse language.

9:32 p.m.
The Season [festival cut]

(Canada, 2009, 16 min)
Director: Bryan Smith*
Producer: Fitz Cahall*
Adapted from an Internet TV project, 
The Season follows three athletes 
through a Paci�c Northwest summer. 
Each athlete’s season is a unit of 
measure in a career — an opportunity 
to leave a mark on their given sports 
and on their lives. A boulderer returns 
to form after a series of failed knee 
surgeries and personal struggles. 
Aged by the loss of his father, a young 
kayaker redraws the frontiers of sea 
kayaking. To push traditional climbing’s 
boundaries, a veteran climber dreams 
up a new piece of gear and makes the 
ultimate commitment to realize his 
invention’s potential.

9:51 p.m.
Uruca (5.12c R/X)

(Brazil, 2008, 8 min)
Director/Producer: Erick Grigorovski*
On a Sunday morning perfect for 
rock climbing, Hugo attempts one of 
the hardest and most sought-after 
climbing routes at the Sugar Loaf 
in Rio de Janeiro: Uruca. Extremely 
dif�cult and dangerous, it will demand 
all of his skill and concentration.

10:02 p.m.
Rowing the Atlantic

(USA, 2009, 25 min) WORLD PREMIERE

Director/Producer: JB Benna*
A few years ago, Roz Savage gave 
up what for many would be an ideal 
life (husband, great job, big house), 
picked up a few pairs of rowing oars 
and a boat to go with them and set 
off across the Atlantic Ocean — alone 
— in a rowboat. This �lm presents the 
thought-provoking and heartwarming 
story of Savage’s �rst steps on a wildly 
different life path.

10:30 p.m.
Autour de Babel (Around Babel) 
[20 min.]

(France, 2008, 20 min)
Director: Fred Ripert
French climbers Arnaud Petit and 
Stéphanie Bodet go to Morocco 
with two friends to put up a new 
free-climbing route at Taghia, in the 
Atlas Mountains. In addition to taking 
on the challenges of opening up an 
800-metre route in a strict ethical 
style, they have the opportunity to 
develop warm friendships with the 
locals in the nearby village.

* In person
Program subject to change.
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Ueli Steck, photo by Robert Boesch. Karina Hollekim, 
photo by Nils Erik Kjellman. Catherine Destivelle © 
Guilio Malfer. From the �lm Beyond the Summits, 
photo by René Robert. 
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